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Development of the barley industry abroad

Construction of a malt house in Addis
Ababa: SOUFFLET continues its
development in Ethiopia
NOGENT-SUR-SEINE, 13 March 2019
Jean-Michel Soufflet, Chairman of the Soufflet Group Management Board, is in Addis
Ababa today to lay the foundation stone for the Group’s malt house in Ethiopia. The
building of this malt house is the culmination of the barley industry project, launched
in 2017 in Ethiopia, with agricultural trials growing malting barley.
The industrial stage began with the signing of a long-term lease with the IPDC
(Industrial Parks Development Corporation) in June 2018 for a plot of land.
The malt house is due to begin operations in 2020. The aim is to develop a local
industry, initially producing 60,000 tons of malt. In the longer term, Soufflet Malt
Ethiopia hopes to reach a production capacity of 110,000 tons.
This ambitious plan is part of Malteries SOUFFLET's strategy to develop operations
outside Europe, which already include Brazil, Argentina and India.
A dynamic market
The SOUFFLET malt house is in a strategic location in the outskirts of Addis Ababa,
very close to barley-growing areas. The plant covers 10 hectares and will be equipped
with cutting-edge infrastructure capable in the longer term of producing 110,000
tons. SOUFFLET plans to invest 70 million Euro in a country that is full of potential.
Ethiopia is the largest producer of barley for food and fodder in Africa and the beer
market is expanding fast with growth of 15% per year. However, the supply of local
malt is not enough to meet demand. By building this plant, SOUFFLET will develop
local malt production and thereby reduce the amount of imports, which currently
account for 70% of the market.
An industry commitment for 100% local production
To produce 100% of the barley locally, the Group is reinforcing the agricultural,
technical and commercial development of the regions to the south of Addis Ababa
and Shewas (west, south-west and north of the capital): it currently has seven people
supporting Ethiopian farmers. This team of agricultural and sales advisers and
technicians will be reinforced by a further six people in 2019 and should be twenty
strong in 2020.
On the barley production front, in 2019 Soufflet Malt Ethiopia will support 15,000
farmers to produce 30,000 tons of barley for malting and will be working with 40,000
farmers by 2020 to produce 80,000 tons of barley.
Finally, the malt house construction is going to create 300 jobs.
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SOUFFLET GROUP
A family-owned international food and agriculture group
Soufflet is a family group in food and agriculture of international scale. It operates in the barley,
wheat and rice and pulses sectors and provides support for vine growers.
The largest family-owned grain buyer in Europe, it also operates on the international cereals
markets through its trading subsidiary Soufflet Négoce.
In barley, it is a major operator on the world malt market in Europe, Asia and South America.
In wheat, it is one of Europe’s biggest millers and an expert in formulating tailor-made
ingredients. It also designs and makes enzymes and sourdough; it is a significant manufacturer
of bakery goods in France and Portugal, and it is active in the fast food sector.
The Soufflet Group invests in research and innovation to add value to agricultural resources,
with a view to fostering sustainable development.
The

Group

employs

7,041

staff

in

nineteen

countries.

MALTERIES SOUFFLET
In every country where it operates, Malteries Soufflet meets the most demanding
specifications of its customers – big brewers and craft brewers, distillers and ingredient
manufacturers – through its control of the barley supply chain: from seed to beer, from
selecting new varieties through to choosing the best quality barley.
Its experts meticulously check all production processes at its plants in order to supply superb
malt, whether standard, Pilsen, roasted or organic, in an ongoing process of sustainability.
A leading international operator, Malteries Soufflet has twenty-seven malt plants in Europe,
Latin America and Asia, with an annual malt production capacity of 2,280,000 tons.

Visit our website: www.SOUFFLET.com
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